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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 

Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. This communication is responsive to the amendment filed on 8/25/05. Claims 9-12, 18- 
20 are pending in the application. Claims 1-8, 13-17 have been canceled by the amendment. 

The indicated allowability of claims 9-12, 18-20 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to US 2001/00421 18 (Miyake et al). Rejections based on the newly cited 
reference(s) follow. This Office action is made non-final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 JJSC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 9-12, 18-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US patent 
application publication 2001/00421 18 (Miyake et al). 

- As for claims 9, 10, 18, 19: Miyake et al (hereinafter Miyake) teach a computer 
implemented system for visualizing, from topology data, a multi-layer topology schematic 
including of view levels, comprising the means/steps of: 



visualization control means 312 (0088-0090, fig. 3), 
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a component connection table 321 (0015, 0103, 01 15) in which component-to-component 
connection included in the multi-layer topology schematics are defined as discrete component- 

to-component links independent of the view level to which each component belongs, 

partial domain management units prepared for each of a plurality of partial domains 
defined in the topology schematic, each of the partial domain management units includes 
predefined components to be displayed within the partial domain and a view level associated 
with each component, the component are defined for at least two of the view levels within the 
partial domain (0021, 0028, 0233-0235. See explanations of figures 79-1 15), 

wherein in response to an input by which a partial domain and a requested view level to 
which the currently displayed schematic is to change have been selected, the visualization 
control means set the requested view level in the partial domain management unit associated 
with the selected partial domain, and the system displays within the selected partial domain the 
component belonging to the requested view level as defined in the associated partial domain 
management unit (0021-0023), 

wherein the visualization control means displays connection lines between a component 
displayed in response to the input and a component that is currently display and had also been 
displayed before the input on the display screen in accordance with the component connection 
table (0234). 

- As for claims 11, 12: Related components are displayed with line thickness visual 
style indicating the relationship (01 14, 01 18, figures 14, 79). 

- As for claim 20: Responsive to an input identifying a selected partial domain and a 
requested view level, identifying component by referring to partial domain instance 
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for the selected partial domain and displaying the symbol figure of the component in 
accordance with the definition of the view instance for the identified component 
(0105). 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ba Huynh whose telephone number is (571) 272-4138. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on (703) 308-5186. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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